PROCTER

2946

PROGRESSION

upon the issue, the jury retires, enters a ver-
dict 3 that is, comes to a conclusion, and the
judge then pronounces judgment, that is, an-
nounces the decision and the consequences
which the court has fixed to the act.

In criminal cases the first step is the arrest
of the one charged with the crime; that is, he
is taken into custody of the law. He is then
brought before a judge or magistrate to be
examinedj and he may be held to answer for
his action to the grand jury, or he may be
dismissed for lack of evidence; if the evidence
warrants it the grand jury brings in an in-
dictment, and the accused is held for trial
before a petit jury.

Pending trial, he is either allowed his free-
dom upon giving bail, or bond, for his ap-
pearance, or he is committed to jail. If the
grand jury enters indictment, the prisoner is
held for trial before a petit jury; if found
not guilty, he is discharged; if found guilty,
lie is sentenced to punishment. In the latter
case an appeal may be granted, that is, the
right of a defeated party to carry nis case
to a higher court for determination, on ac-
count of a fiaw in the conduct of the case at
the earlier trial.
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PEOC'TER, ADELAIDE ANNE (1825-1864),
an English poet, born in London. Assuming
the name of Mary Berwick, she became a con-
tributor in 1853 to Household Words. This
periodical was edited by Charles Dickens, who
became interested in the young poet and
aided her in gaining public recognition.
Later poems were published in All the Year
Round. A collection of her verses, nearly all
of which had appeared in these two maga-
zines, was issued in 1858. A later edition
of them contains her biography, written by
Dickens. Her best known poem, The Lost
Chord, has been set to music.

PROCTOR, BICHARD ANTHONY (1837-
1888), an English astronomer, one of the
first scientists to adopt a. simple style of expo-
sition in writing for the general public.
After graduating from Saint John's College,
Cambridge, ne began to devote himself to
astronomy as a profession. He contributed
"mmeroTis articles to magazines, including
The Popular Science Review, and he edited
ie Proceedings of the Eoyal Astronomical
He was for years a popular lec-

turer on astronomy in England and America.
In 1881 he settled in the United States, where
he remained the rest of his life. Among his
books are Saturn and His System, Half
Hours with a Telescope, Other Worlds than
Ours, The Romance of Astronomy, Heredi-
tary Traits, The Great Pyramid and Nature
Studies.
PROFIT SEARING, a system of compen-
sation by which employes are given a share
in the profits of a firm in addition to their
regular wage. The additional payment may
be in cashy paid at stated periods, as at the
end of thfi year; it may be in shares of stock
in the company; or in the form of an in-
surance fund, from which the workman de-
rives a pension in his old age, or his family
a cash payment in case of his death. Of all
these plans the dividend shared by both em-
ployer and employe seems to be the most sat-
isfactory.
The first record of profit sharing is that
of Le Claire, a house painter in Paris, who
began his experiment in 1842. Le Claire
found that his plan led to increasing the
incomes of both employer and employe,
through the better quality and greater amount
of work accomplished. The success of Le
Claire's experiment led to the adoption of
similar plans by other firms, and profit shar-
ing has become quite common in France, Eng-
land and the United States. Many industries,
stores, and offices practice profit sharing in
fact but not in name; they distribute their
extra favors annually under the designation
bonus, which need not be a fixed per cent of
profits.
The advocates of the plan claim that it of-
fers the following advantages:
1.  It insures justice for both capital and
labor.
2.  It increases the efficiency of the workmen.
3.  It decreases waste.
4.  It lessens industrial unrest by harmoniz-
ing the interests of employers and employees.
Labor unions, on the other hand, look upon
profit sharing as only a substitute for real
reform, claiming that it stimulates the work-
men to greater production without giving
them an equitable portion of the results. Some
of them also look upon it as philanthropy
and much prefer that a higher wage be paid
outright.
PROGRESSION, in mathematics, a regu-
lar increase or decrease in a series of num-
bers due to a common difference, or to the
application of a constant law. The first of